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BIOGRAPHY 

David Joanisse focuses his practice on civil and commercial litigation, especially in matters related 
to shareholder disputes, breaches of contract, estates and trust and product liability. His clients 
include manufacturing, retail, high tech, real estate and public services companies. 

Mr. Joanisse is also frequently called upon to address issues related to administrative law, 
disciplinary law, construction, employment law, condominium law and franchise law and class 
actions. He has appeared before all levels of courts and has solid experience before appellate 
courts. He has also led many applications for provisional remedies such as injunctions, safeguard 
orders, Anton Piller orders, and seizures before judgment. He has also conducted multiple 
independent disciplinary and/or harassment investigations. 

He is highly involved in the cultural sector, and has been a long-time director of several non-profit 
organizations.  

REPRESENTATIVE WORK

Mr. Joanisse’s clients include corporations 
such as Xerox Canada, Garda and Neptune 

Technologies, as well as public entities such as 
the city of Saint-Eustache and the Agence 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE 

Civil and commercial litigation 

Class actions 

Shareholder disputes directors 
and officers liability 

Product liability 

Condominium law 

Employment law 

Construction law  

Wills, estates and trust litigation

Arbitration and dispute 
resolution  

Competition law 

Franchise law 
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Métropolitaine de transport, Greater Montreal’s 
public transit commission. 

Mr. Joanisse has represented his clients in the 
following capacities: 

Representing majority and minority share-
holders in numerous oppression remedy 
actions before Quebec courts. 

Defending several corporations against oppres-
sion remedy actions before Quebec courts. 

Representing construction contractors in 
various matters. 

Representing syndicate of co-ownership in 
various matters. 

Representing various corporations and 
individuals before arbitration tribunals in 
Quebec. 

Representing art galleries against claims for 
damages and in intellectual property matters. 

Representing heirs and liquidators in estate 
litigation involving steps such as applications for 
the removal of a liquidator, contesting a will and 
injunctions. 

Defending various professionals, including 
engineers and architects, in hearings before the 
discipline committees of their professional 
orders. 

Various litigations in matters related to 
acquisitive prescription, including the landmark 
decision White v. Lallouz rendered by the Court 
of Appeal in 2020. 

EDUCATION 

LL.B./LL.L, University of Ottawa, 1995 

B.A., University of Ottawa, 1991  

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 

Mr. Joanisse was awarded the  
Right Honourable Brian Dickson Prize  

from the Civil Law Section of the  
Faculty of Law at the University of Ottawa  

for his excellent academic standing  
during his studies, in both  

civil and common law. 

Benchmark Canada – Litigation Star  
(2018) 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 

Barreau du Québec 

Canadian Bar Association 
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